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Episode 2               Tradition & Order                                                    
Archbishop Phillip 

 

The original text 

When the reformation took place in England, just as in other places, there 

were two responses. There were those who wanted to hang on to as much 

as possible of what had been inherited. Yes, certain abuses that had grown 

up in the middle ages had to be put right and changes were necessary, but 

to the minds of some that was no reason to throw out the baby with the bath 

water.  

 

So there was a conservative force at work wanting to hang on to as much as possible of the historic 

catholic faith and order of the church.  

 

This catholic character, rooted in what has been received, is clear in The Constitution of the Anglican 

Church in Australia. The first of three unchangeable Fundamental Declarations says: 

The Anglican Church of Australia, being a part of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church 

of Christ, holds the Christian Faith as professed from primitive times and in particular as set 

forth in the creeds known as the Nicene Creed and the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

This catholic character emphasises continuity with Christ and the original Church, the sacraments as 

means of grace, episcopal ministry and authority as a vehicle for unity, and the primary expression of 

the church being a diocese gathered with its bishop. It is spelled out further in the third Fundamental 

Declaration: 

This Church will ever obey the commands of Christ, teach His doctrine, administer His 

sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, follow and uphold His discipline and 

preserve the three orders of bishops, priests and deacons in the sacred ministry. 

 

But a big part of what was going on at the time of the Reformation in England was a struggle for 

political power between the King of England and the Pope. In particular the King didn't want Rome 

appointing English bishops. Given the role exercised by bishops at the time, the right to appoint 

bishops in England gave the Pope enormous power. The King himself wanted that authority himself. 
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So Henry passed an Act abolishing the customary payments to Rome by newly appointed bishops in 

England. He gave authority to archbishops in England to consecrate bishops whom Rome would not. 

English bishops could be appointed only on the nomination of the King. (England still have that legacy 

today: the crown appointments commission nominates to Prime Minister, who advises the Queen, 

who nominates a single name to the cathedral Chapter, which elects the only person nominated by 

the Crown!). Henry did away with appeals to the Pope. The King was in charge – the doctrine of the 

Royal Supremacy. 

 

This struggle for political power was going on in other parts of Europe at the same time. This is the 

context in which Henry tried to detach England from papal power by making himself head of the 

Church in the mid 1530’s. 

 

Of course there were religious issues in the Reformation as well as political ones, sparked by debates 

elsewhere on the continent. But the reformation in England was effected by acts of state. The King in 

Parliament asserted the supremacy of the crown over everything and everyone else, especially over 

external powers.  

 

Now the catholic wing of the Church wasn’t keen on emphasising the crown and the state as sources 

of authority in relation to the faith. They wanted it quite clear that the authority of English bishops 

was conveyed through an historic succession reaching back through the apostles to Christ himself. 

 

After Henry’s death, Mary tried to reassert papal power in England, leading to to-ing and fro-ing 

between papalists on one hand, and the reformers and Puritans on the other. 

 

So the catholic emphasis in Anglicanism, looked for continuity with the traditional faith and order of 

the church and to shore up ecclesiastical, if not Roman, authority (Wolf, 1979b, 139-41). 
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The Discussion Questions 

a.       What are some of your family traditions? (e.g. We always put the Christmas tree up together, 

etc) How did they arise? How have they developed? What can that teach us about the nature of 

tradition? 

b.      Make a ranked list of five words that, in your experience, describe Anglicanism. Did “traditional” 

appear? How high up? 

c.      If you’re new to the Anglican church, identify a couple of traditions that you’ve noticed and are 

puzzled about. Who might you ask for answers to the questions about tradition? 

d.      If you’re familiar with the Anglican Church, list 5 Anglican traditions that you value. 

• Choose one of these and play with the idea of explaining it to a new Anglican. 

• What words would you use, what connections to their life might you make? 

• Next time you participate in an Anglican service, be aware of these traditions and sense of 

order and invite the Holy Spirit to work in them.What strengths (or otherwise) do you see in 

the emphasis on tradition and order in Anglicanism? 

e.       How do you see this emphasis expressed in the life of your Anglican context? 

(Parish/School/Agency/etc) 

f.       Archbishop Phillip describes a time when Church was linked with the State, part of the ruling 

organisation of that part of the world. List three strengths and three weaknesses of such a situation. 

g.       What does having a prayer book to guide worship bring to the Anglican Church? 

h.     Some describe tradition as “a living breathing thing, where important ideas are regularly re-

expressed for new generations”. What do you think? How often might ‘regularly’ be? How should that 

be decided, if at all? 

i.       What is the place of the Holy Spirit in discussions about tradition and order?  
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Extra content – Some more to think about… 

“The catholic emphasis in Anglicanism looked for continuity with the traditional faith and order of 
the church and to shore up ecclesiastical authority (not Roman authority). 

The Protestant Reformation was the 16th-century religious, political, intellectual and cultural 
upheaval that splintered Catholic Europe, setting in place the structures and beliefs that would 
define the continent in the modern era. In northern and central Europe, reformers like Martin 
Luther, John Calvin and Henry VIII challenged papal authority and questioned the Catholic Church’s 
ability to define Christian practice.   

Historians usually date the start of the Protestant Reformation to the 1517 publication of Martin 
Luther’s “95 Theses.” Its ending can be placed anywhere from the 1555 Peace of Augsburg, which 
allowed for the coexistence of Catholicism and Lutheranism in Germany, to the 1648 Treaty of 
Westphalia, which ended the Thirty Years’ War. The key ideas of the Reformation—a call to purify 
the church and a belief that the Bible, not tradition, should be the sole source of spiritual authority—
were not themselves novel. However, Luther and the other reformers became the first to skillfully 
use the power of the printing press to give their ideas a wide audience.” 

https://www.history.com/topics/reformation/reformation 

 

"Catholic and Reformed" 

In the time of Henry VIII the nature of Anglicanism was based on questions of jurisdiction rather than 
theological disagreement. The effort was to create a national church in legal continuity with its 
traditions, but inclusive of certain doctrinal and liturgical beliefs of the Reformers. The result has 
been a movement with a distinctive self-image among Christian movements. The question often 
arises as to whether the Anglican Communion should be identified as a Protestant or Catholic 
Church, or perhaps as a distinct branch of Christianity altogether.  

The distinction between Reformed and Catholic, and the coherence of the two, is routinely a matter 
of debate both within specific Anglican churches and throughout the Anglican Communion. Since the 
Oxford Movement of the mid-19th century, many churches of the communion have revived and 
extended liturgical and pastoral practices similar to Roman Catholicism. This extends beyond the 
ceremony of high-church services to even more theologically significant territory, such as 
sacramental theology. While Anglo-Catholic practices, particularly liturgical ones, are present within 
the tradition, there remain many places where practices and beliefs are on the more Reformed or 
evangelical side.  

Adapted from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglicanism#"Catholic_and_Reformed   

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglicanism#%22Catholic_and_Reformed
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