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Episode 5         Jesus’ Resurrection        
Sarah Leisemann 

 

1. When Jesus was in the tomb, what was the state of the disciples? 

Imagine yourself in the company of the disciples on the original Easter 
Saturday. Like the disciples, we wait. Unlike the disciples, we in the 
modern church know what we wait for. Read an account of the 
resurrection and imagine being part of the original group waiting. What 
elements of the stories stand out for you? 

As you place yourself at the centre of that unfolding drama, what 
concerns you? What motivates you? What do you want to say? 

 

2. The Apostles Creed mentions Jesus "descended to the dead".  What is that about? 

 

3. What do the Gospels say about Jesus rising from the dead? 

Mary encountered Jesus in the garden but did not recognise him. Then her eyes 
opened. The disciples walked with Jesus on the road and even invited him to dinner 
before their eyes opened and they recognised their Lord. In what circumstances 
have your eyes “opened” after a time of misunderstanding? 

Jesus’ friends looked at him and then had to look again. Consider our busy lives. 
What can we do to make time enough to enable a “second look”? 

 

4. Why is the resurrection such a big deal to Christians? 

“I love you so much that this extraordinary life is yours: greater than life and greater 
than death! There is no need to be afraid of life or death, as Jesus is beyond life 
and beyond death.”  Explore what this means to you in your current situation, your 
hopes and plans, your ideas about your purpose. 

What do you need in order to trust this claim? 
 

5. Is the resurrection easy to dismiss? 

Nothing was successfully brought forward to discredit the resurrection story, 
despite the fact that Roman and Jewish communities had a vested interest in doing 
so. 
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If the resurrection had not happened, what evidence would the Roman and Jewish 
authorities be looking for? 

What evidence would you require to be convinced that Jesus lived again?  

⎕ see Jesus 
⎕ talk with Jesus 
⎕ touch Jesus 
⎕ see the grave empty 
⎕ DNA evidence that this was the same person 
⎕ Anything else? 

According to the Gospel accounts, what evidence did the disciples have that 
proved Jesus was alive beyond doubt? 

⎕ see Jesus 
⎕ talk with Jesus 
⎕ touch Jesus 
⎕ see the grave empty 
⎕ DNA evidence that this was the same person 

Anything else? 

 

6. Why is the resurrection a big deal to you, personally? 

What impact would a community of radically transformed, loving, welcoming, 
courageous people have on your suburb? 

• Who would benefit? 
• Who would be offended? 
• What challenges would they face? 
• Where would they meet? 
• What would they do? 

 


