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1.     RELIGION AND WHY IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE 

 What points gave you new insight to this topic? 

 What ideas caught your attention in this episode? 

 What did you have a strong reaction to? 

 What surprised you? 

 What’s new for you? 

 What points reinforced your own understanding about this topic? 

 What do you have questions about? 

 

 

1.1   Why is religion a thing?  

a) In your experience what is special about going to church? 

b) What aspects of a church community make it religious? 

c) Identify particular things about your parish/school/agency that are especially effective in “binding” the community to 

each other. 

d) Peter Kline discusses the nature of a human desire for God - “our natural wiring towards God?”  “Is it located in the 

mind is it located in the emotions, is it located in the body or some combination of all of those things?” 

e) Identify questions that you have asked/wondered about/heard others ask about religion. Is God at the end of all 

those questions? How would you answer them? 

f) How would an ad agency deal with promoting our “natural wiring towards God”? 

g) “Religions have grown up to provide people with a big framework through which they make sense of their 

lives.” (Archbishop Phillip Aspinall) To what extent to do you agree? Think of other ways humans make sense of their 

lives? 

h) If theology is ‘organised thinking about God’, can religion be said to be ‘organised doing about God’? 
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1.2   Why do people engage with these concepts that can’t be proven?  

a) What concepts/words to describe God resonate with you?  Identify those that can be proven. 

b) Some suggest that religious belief plays a role in human survival, that the idea of hope, and questioning our purpose 

give us reason to live. What is your response to that?  

c) What is it about humans that desires a connection with something bigger than us? 

d) Jo Inkpin compared science to prose and religion to poetry. In what ways does religion/faith bring life to you and others 

you know? 

e) Since God inspires faith, do humans ‘need’ faith or just ‘want’ it? 

 

 

1.3   Why are there so many different faiths/religions? 

a) Peter Kline describes the world’s different religions “together we are straining after something that none of us can ulti-

mately exhaust.” In what ways could we use this to bring us close to other cultures and faiths? 

b) Fr Bruce Boase makes a distinction between faith and religion. What things in our society do people approach religious-

ly? 

c) If yearning after God is universally human, what might we learn about God from other religions? 

 

 

1.4   Some find an extreme expression of faith attractive. Why is that?  

a) Someone once said life is “Living with ambiguity while seeking the grace to live faithfully and authentically”. How is that 

definition helpful in coping with extreme expressions of faith around us? 

b) How can we know when/if our own faith is extreme? How can we protect against that? 

c) Should we aim to soften the extreme expressions of faith of those we meet? Or leave them be? What do you think? 

d) Is certainty about faith always extreme? Are there times when it is helpful? When it is not helpful? 

 

 

1.5   What’s appealing to you about the Christian story? 

a) What do you find attractive about the person of Jesus? 

b) Identify stories of transformation which have had an impact on you. Consider the stories of the apostles, the disciples 

after the appearance of Jesus, the faithful through the ages and people in your own life. 

c) How appealing is the Christian story to those around us in our communities? Why? 

d) In what ways would you say that you (try to) live the Christian story? Why is it good to do this? 

 

 

 


