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THE TRANSCRIPT 

 

Episode 1 Religion and why it makes a difference  

 

1.1 - Why is religion a thing?  

 

Peter Kline: Well I suppose it’s useful to start with some sort of definition of religion. What does the word 

religion even mean? And this is a contested thing among scholars of religion. Where do you put the bounds 

around what is religious and what is not religious? Obviously in some sense going to church or going to the 

temple or going to the mosque is a religious activity, but why wouldn't going to the football game be a   

religious activity? Why aren't other cultural activities also regarded as religious? Going to the movies, going 

to the theatre.  

There are some people who would want to argue that the category of religion extends far beyond what we 

would simply refer to as institutionalised official religion. That's a debate, right? There’s a debate about how 

you even put the boundaries around the category. What does the word "religion" mean? I think one helpful 

way to put even a minimal definition on it is that it’s some sort of relationship to the holy or to the sacred or 

to the divine, or what many religious traditions call "God". It’s a relation to that. So the word "religion"    

actually comes from the Latin word "to tie" or "to bind" so religion in some sense is a binding or a tying to 

the sacred or the holy.   

 

Josephine Inkpin: Religion is the Latin word meaning "bringing things together". How does a human being 

connect with other human beings, connect with the earth and all that is? That's the source of it, I think.  

 

Peter Kline: Religious practices broadly construed can be thought of as various ways in which a community 

of people tie themselves or bind themselves to the sacred or the holy or to God. Things like liturgy are forms 

of tying one’s self to the sacred, tying a community to the sacred. But also tying a community together, right, 

that's also one of the meanings of religion - a community is bound together as they are bound to the holy. 

So, practices like sacrifice of all sorts, sacrifice has been a very big religious practice across religious     

traditions, going back all the way to the very earliest religious traditions that we even know of that humans 
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did. In some sense sacrifice is a key way in which humans thought that they can /should bind themselves to 

the holy, tie themselves to the sacred, or tie themselves to God.  

 

Gillian Moses: Why is religion a thing? Because we want to know how life works. As humans we look for 

meaning in life...we have enough self-awareness to ask those questions: Why am I here? What does my life 

mean? What happens after death? Is that the end? Why do different things happen to different people? And I 

think our quest for the answers to those sorts of questions is what becomes religions. I don't think we set out 

having to believe in some greater being. I think our questions; our questioning and our wondering leads us to 

create patterns of meaning that inevitably lead to the concept of something bigger out there.  

 

 Phillip Aspinall: Well it certainly is a thing - you only have to look at every culture that's ever existed. I think 

religion is a thing because religious questions naturally arise for all people everywhere. There are two types 

of questions really. One is factual questions that you can research the answers to. They are the kinds of    

questions that mathematics and science and history can give us answers to. So, you can go and find out 

what's right. And you can prove one way or another that your answers are right.  

But there's another whole set of questions that you can't do that to. And they are the big questions where you 

have to plunge in, take a risk and gamble, that your answers are right. They’re the religious questions, the big 

questions, the questions about where we come from and where we're going. Beginnings and endings, origins 

and destiny are two of them. Others are "How do I interpret and give meaning to what's happening in my life? 

If my mother gets cancer, does that mean God is punishing her?” And if not, then how do I interpret these 

things that are happening, and I can't prove that my answer is correct. So, meaning, purpose, value. What is 

valuable in life? What’s worth going after in life? Who can you believe? Where does authority lie?  

These are big questions - ultimate questions and religions have grown up to respond to those questions, so 

people have a big framework through which they make sense of their lives, I think that's why religion is a 

thing.  

 

Peter Kline: Is religion natural? Is it a natural phenomenon among humans or not? Again, this is a very        

debated question and you'll have different answers across the spectrum all the way from people within       

religious traditions, theological traditions, all the way to people who would express no religion at all and 

have some opinion about whether religion is natural or not.  So, a lot of religious traditions, Christianity,     

Judaism, Islam among them would say that in some sense the human being is naturally wired or open towards 

God or toward the sacred or towards the divine - that there's some innate hunger that drives us to go out and 

seek religious meaning or seek God. There’s a lot of traditions that would affirm that. The nature of that       
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exactly is a thing that's debated within the religions themselves - how to understand that natural wiring. Where 

is it located? Is it located in the mind, is it located in the emotions, is it located in the body or some              

combination of all of those things...our natural wiring towards God? Myself I would say that human beings 

are in some sense naturally open towards religion, but I wouldn't want to put too many strictures or definitions 

or restraints on that. I think religion is an innate part of human being but exactly how you put a boundary 

around that I wouldn’t be too firm about. I think that innate drive toward religion manifests itself in many, 

many, many ways  

 

Ceri Wynne: I think that it makes a difference for people. It gives them a chance to explore the meaning of 

life...what's life all about? And that might even have an evolutionary aspect to it. If human beings are        

wondering why they are here, what is the purpose of my life, what's the meaning of everything that's going on 

around me, it might have an evolutionary advantage in that we keep living and keep asking the questions.  

For me as a person of faith I see religion as being somewhat hard wired into us and that we are made in the 

image of God, and there's an imprint somewhere within our makeup, of God. God made us so God could 

encounter us…so for me there are two answers in a way: the scientific one, which is part of my life, and there's 

also the faith response- that we are hard wired so that God can encounter us...so religion survives.  

 

Josephine Inkpin: It depends what you mean by religion really. Today it’s a bit on the nose. If you think about 

it as spirituality, you get a better idea and it’s just a part of life really - people trying to explore the depth and 

meaning of things and the connection between things. Religion means "binding".   

 

 

1.2 Why do people engage with these concepts that can't be proven?  

 

Gillian Moses: Well there's so much in life that can't be proven. How do you prove a relationship with some-

body else? How does somebody prove they love somebody else? We behave in ways about which you can 

say ‘"that looks like love”...but how do you really prove anything that we feel? How do I prove the thoughts in 

my head, the conclusions that I come to? So, I don't have any problem with believing in things that can't be 

proven because I think we do it all the time...we're not even aware of it.  
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Phillip Aspinall: I think people engage with concepts that can't be proven because they kind of have to. if you 

have to make sense of your life, where we come from, you can't prove that your answer is right...some would 

say we're a kind of accident...there was a big bang sometime in the universe and millions of years later that 

gave rise to single cell life forms (how we're not quite sure) and they gradually evolved into more and more. 

We can say that it’s a series of scientific events. Then you think well, is it reasonable to think that that string of 

events can give rise to a human being who is conscious of their own existence and can ask questions about 

how did that all begin? Some people will say, “Yep that’s how it happened.” Others will say, “No I don't 

think that is really reasonable, I think it’s more likely there was an intentional creator behind it all.” But neither 

of those two positions can be proved. So, this is where faith comes in. Faith isn't necessarily religious, but it is 

making a decision about these big questions, the answers to which cannot be proved.  

 

Ceri Wynne: Well for me, I love the fact that it’s a mystery, that maybe it’s not a puzzle that can be sorted out. 

I like the idea that we're always searching for something - an answer. It’s a fluid, dynamic thing that moves 

with us as we move through life.  It gives us a purpose, a sense of asking that big question: what is the purpose 

of me, what is the meaning of life, why am I here? I think that is part of our human nature...to always want to 

be connected to something more than ourselves. To think that maybe we're not just the ‘be all and end all’, 

that there's something bigger than us but that we're a part of that bigness. (Whatever that bigness might be for 

people). I think people are always searching for meaning in their lives.  

 

Josephine Inkpin: I think that's a strange question, because most things that really matter to people, especially 

love, can't be proved. I don't think we can prove a lot of different things that people think, but we can't       

disprove them either. Things like faith and trust and joy. The problem with religion is it’s been associated with a 

whole set of beliefs competing with science, and that's not the way in which religion works. They are a        

different way of thinking. More like poetry, I think. You wouldn't say "We shouldn't use poetry because it’s not 

as exact as prose." You use it because it brings life to you. Those things that really matter to us ultimately... we 

need to understand things in ways other than "can be proved". (They are only hypotheses until the next idea 

comes along). I think those things that really matter to us like love, truth, beauty...of course people are always 

going to be drawn to those.  

 

Peter Kline: At the heart of many religions, religious beliefs, religious practices are a series of affirmations or 

concepts about what really can't be proven in any scientific or rational sense. Belief in God for instance. No 

one has ever proved the existence of God. But I think it’s one of the least interesting questions you can ask 

theologically or philosophically - "Does God exist?" or "Can the existence of God be proven?" I think that's 

actually a very uninteresting or very uninspiring philosophical question. Theologically because any God that 
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you could prove the existence of either logically or empirically - point there, look there's God back behind 

Saturn or something - that would be such a reduction of the concept of God, such a reduction. And religious 

traditions at their most profound - what they mean by God, what they mean by belief - what they mean far 

exceeds anything that could simply be pointed to as another thing in the world that you can prove the         

existence of. The very concept of God, in a sense the very idea contains the idea that you can't prove the   

existence. That’s one of the paradoxes, one of the profundities of religious belief. So theologically, any god 

whose existence can be proved would just be not worthy of being called God.  

But also, philosophically, trying to prove the existence of God, it puts you in an endless back and forth that 

doesn’t get you anywhere. But at its heart, the reason that so many religious concepts can't be proven is that 

they put us into contact with what infinitely or far exceeds the human ability to rationalise, the human ability to 

grasp and organise, the human need, desire or drive to make sense of the world to put it in categories, put 

people in categories - religion at its best is about contact with something that far exceeds, is much bigger 

than, is much more profound than all of our human needs and desires that make sense.  

And I think that's what's actually most liberating about religious traditions - when they put us in contact with 

that sort of excess that sense of the infinite meaning of the universe. That exceeds any finite meaning that we 

could give it. That’s why religion so often trades in these categories which can't be proven. It’s about being in 

touch with, being bound to, or giving oneself over to that infinity or excess. 

 

 

1.3 Why are there so many different faiths/religions?  

 

Phillip Aspinall: I think religions emerge out of communities and cultures, so different cultures have different 

languages, different concepts, different ideas, different ways of thinking, and different peoples have different 

ways of behaving. And I think as they try to answer big questions in life, all of that comes into play, so I think 

that diversity of human life influences religious thinking and behaviour and activity.  

 

Gillian Moses: Why do we have different tastes in food, or music? Why do we like different kinds of books? 

We are an incredibly diverse species...so why would we be any different in matters of faith. I think religion 

arises out of context, out of culture and out of experience and again, different groups of people at different 

times in history have had very different experiences, their response to those experiences, or the way they 

make meaning of them is probably what gives rise to the particular expression of faith.   
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Phillip Aspinall: Even within Christianity there are big differences brought about by diversity of culture. If you 

go to an Eastern Orthodox worship service, it looks very different from an Australian Anglican one, even 

though the underlying ideas and commitments are consistent. Culture has a big impact. And I think there are 

different religions too because people have made different choices about the answers to big questions. The 

idea of karma is one way of giving meaning to your life... things happen to me because of the good I’ve done 

in the past, or the bad I’ve done in the past. What goes around comes around. Others will say "I don't believe 

in karma; I think good things happen to good people and bad things happen to good people. You don't    

always get what you deserve in this life.” That’s one of the puzzles. Why is there evil, and suffering? That's 

one of the hardest questions for Christians and people of all faiths to answer.   

 

Josephine Inkpin: There are so many different types of people all over the place, and God doesn't intend us to 

be the same. That’s the story of the tower of Babel. People trying to get the same thing, and God says go 

away. God is saying with Pentecost that everyone speaks about me (God), about life in different ways - so it’s 

quite understandable if you grow up in a mountainous area, or Australia by the sea, you're going to have 

slightly different emphases in the way you portray the divine, beauty, truth justice etc.  

 

Peter Kline: One simple answer as to why there are so many faiths and religions is because humanity is so  

diverse.  There's not just one genre of the human being - there are many different ways and forms and styles 

of being human and if religion is something that humans tend to or naturally tend to create or be in touch with 

infinite meaning then it makes sense that there's going to be lots of different forms of religion, and lots of     

different styles of religion and all different sorts.  

Also, if the heart of what religion is about is putting us in contact with the sacred, or the holy that is infinite, 

then there could be no one purchase on that...no one claiming of that, no one exhaustive manifestation of that. 

If the infinite is by nature infinite, if God is infinite, there is not one approach to God that could ever exhaust it. 

Now of course, religious traditions throughout history have all the time claimed we are the one, right true    

religious tradition...that's not stopped them. The fact that religion at its best puts people in contact with what 

exceeds any human definition, that's not stopped religious traditions claiming "ours is the one best way, we're 

the only way to bind humanity to the holy" the only way right.  

But I think that type of (exclusivist is the fancy word for it) that exclusivist claiming of being the one right way or 

the only way, it’s actually turning religion against itself. It’s a kind of shutting down of what we can call       

spirituality's best impulses, which is to say, "we are in contact with what we cannot own". By being in contact 

with God, we are in contact with what we cannot put our border or frame around.  
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Ceri Wynne: I remember being asked that question a long while ago when I was in theological training. It 

suddenly occurred to me...why on earth wouldn't God reveal God self to everybody? And anybody...we're 

all humans so it makes perfect sense that other cultures would have a different expression for their encounter 

with God, so for me it makes perfect sense. God is far bigger than ever I could imagine and why would I be 

arrogant enough to assume that my version of God is the only one. There's a real sense of let's be humble 

about this...we only see very partially and dimly about what and who God is and what God is doing. We’re 

not the only sheep. As Jesus said, "I've got sheep in other paddocks" (John 10:16) so I believe that God     

encounters other cultures in different ways.  

 

Peter Kline: One of the famous images about the fact that humanity is made up of multi religious traditions, is 

the picture a big elephant and there is a bunch of people around the elephant and they are all blindfolded 

and they are all trying to put their hands on the elephant. This is a very common image that is used of different 

religious traditions where each have their hand on a different part of the elephant. Someone might have their 

hand on the leg, someone might have a hand on the tail, someone might have a hand on the trunk of the   

elephant and each religious tradition has a kind of access point to this big thing that exceeds all of them. And 

if you were to take simply the point of view of one of them you wouldn't get the whole picture.  

That one way in which some people have tried to make sense of the plurality of religion, is that we are all kind 

of coming at this infinite mystery from a different viewpoint and we all have something to say about it,     

something vitally important to say about it, but no one of us exhausts the whole. The whole is beyond          

anybody's grasp. We all have very important parts, or access points or paths into this mystery.  

That’s perhaps one way to respect the particularity of different religions but also together we are straining  

after something that none of us can ultimately exhaust.  

 

Josephine Inkpin: If God is ever pinned down to one way we're really in trouble (which is a little bit awkward 

for us as Christians because we feel that everyone should own the same truth) but actually if you think about it 

Christianity doesn’t do that. My sense is that what different religions, different faith groups do is remind us 

about things we might otherwise forget. The prayers that Muslims carry out are far more serious than what a 

lot of Christians do. It prompts us to ask, “What are our religious practices?” The practice of Buddhist       

meditation takes us back into a contemplative space that has often been neglected in the Christian tradition. 

But vice versa, the Christian tradition has things that might want to speak to other faith groups.  There are 

things in Christianity that enhance and complete, not necessarily contradict those of other traditions. I think it 

must be God's way of doing things.  
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Bruce Boase: One thing that religion actually does do is that it reinforces faith…faith is the important thing.  

Religion and the practice of religion reinforces faith. If we’re talking about religion in a holy way. My father 

had a religion in that every Saturday he’d go down to the TAB with his newspapers and religiously pick   

horses and religiously follow those races. That happened just about every Saturday. And he had faith in his 

own abilities to do that. Didn’t do him much good. If we follow blindly those sorts of things its religion. But 

FAITH that’s supported by what we do with our religion, that’s important.  

 

 

1.4 Some find an extreme expression of faith attractive, why is that?  

 

Phillip Aspinall: Some people are drawn to black and white answers. I think all of us at some time in our life 

have that tendency. The faith developmentalists, the psychologists who research the structure/patterns of faith 

in peoples' lives talk about a black and white phase that people go through where there's no room for shades 

of grey. It’s either this or it’s that and there's no space in between. One of the things that pushes that is a need 

for certainty. I need to know, and I can't live with uncertainty.  

Very often as people grow older and mature, they discover that life isn't necessarily like that there are shades 

of grey and leaning to live with ambiguity can be uncomfortable. So, I think that's one of the dynamics that's 

going around fundamentalism. There is also a draw for people to give themselves passionately to something 

that captures their hearts and minds. And that can be done sometimes in an overzealous kind of way that is 

not really sensitive to the perspectives and feeling of other people. So I think that that need for me to give   

myself to something can be another factor that sometimes pushes people into fundamentalism.  

 

Gillian Moses: I tend to think that when life is complex it’s comforting to look for simple answers. I'm not sure 

there's ever been a time when life hasn't been complex but to move away from current affairs, to look back in 

history, it’s no surprise that during the black plague, religious teaching was all about “Do this and you'll go to 

heaven...do this and you'll go to hell, this is what you need to do to die properly”. Because life was really 

complex, dangerous and challenging. To sit there and think in a nuanced, philosophical way about those  

issues, like why was the Black Death in Europe decimating the population - people don't have the time or the 

energy for that. And I think that's what's happening today too - life is really complex. There are so many   

challenges for people. Everything seems to be up in the air now when, once upon a time we like to think it 

was all much simpler.  
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So when someone comes along and says "oh well, it IS simple, you don't have to worry about all those 

things, just do this and this will happen...do this and that's good...do this and that's bad (so don't do that!)" 

there are a lot of people who go "well, thank goodness for that - I don't have to think about it I just have to 

follow the rules"   

 

Ceri Wynne: I used to think that it’s about comfort. Most people are comfortable if they have two            

choices...what I call "a right choice and a wrong choice". And I think that for some people it does make them 

feel more comfortable within themselves, especially if they have had a lot of bad experiences...they may feel 

more secure if they say no "this is the right answer, you're wrong". So, it’s an us versus them.  

But I think that is very simplistic and it’s not a very loving response. I think we're all affected in our life stories 

by different things and for some people they do crave the certainty aspect of knowing that they're right and 

that others are wrong. I think that's how we get these extreme expressions of "you're not in... I’m in, you're out" 

- which is   really damaging and is not a reflection of the God that I encounter in the scriptures and in my own 

faith journey.  

 

Gillian Moses: I think there's no surprise there's a growing fundamentalism - and that's not limited to matters of 

faith! We have very fundamentalist politics now. People want to be very fundamentalist about relationships 

and identity. It’s all part of the same piece. It’s just too hard to think about so let's just not think about it. Let's 

just react and be told that the way we've reacted is right.  

 

Peter Kline: Various forms of religious extremism are uniquely modern and uniquely a result of our globalised 

world that we've been living in - you can push that all the way back to the 15th century with the advent of  

certain forms of colonialism, and the spread of religions around the world. The modern world where we are 

all in contact with each other and with our differences, highlights the fact that perhaps there's no way to easily 

carve up and divide the world so religious extremism is one attempt to do that as a way of shutting down the 

deep diversity and insecurity of what existence actually is.  

Why certainty is so attractive is because it’s a reaction to the uncertainty of life. And religion in some ways is 

both an opening to that uncertainty, it can also be in the very same breath, a reaction and a closure. We find 

both of these things in religion. Religion is both an attempt to open oneself to life and an attempt to protect it 

and to capture it. I think that religious extremism is that gesture of religion where you're trying to protect and to 

capture and to own the sacred such that you can be certain about it.  
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Josephine Inkpin: Because we are all very different and have different experiences. It’s a bit like reading the 

Bible, if you come with an angry spirit and a selfish spirit, then you're going to find things in there that will   

justify your anger or your selfishness. If you come with a more open spirit and more generous spirit, then 

you're going to pick up the bits that are more open and generous. So, people mould religion to their own 

benefit. 

 That doesn't mean to say it’s all human at all. But it does mean that sometimes God has a little bit of a job  

trying to turn it into something that’s healthy. There are a lot of reasons for that. There’s a lot of fear and      

insecurity in the world. Religion at its best offers rest and peace and security through all things. So, people 

look at that and sometimes treat it as a rock, and that's one image for God. That's quite attractive, as a place 

to be, but not to turn God into a rock literally, which you then throw at other people. That is part of the        

difficulty. But it’s also used politically. A lot of the religion that’s fundamentalist is actually really more political 

than anything else, it doesn't have a lot of the marks of the Christian God, or the God of the great religions in 

many ways, and so it’s being used to defend peoples' power and privilege - to keep their own identity going 

- we have a lot of identity politics and religion gets caught up in that - rather than something that’s            

transformative.  

For me, religion is something that’s ultimately transformative, or it’s not much use at all. But a lot of people  

resist transformation...and that's why people retreat from that into what we might call a narrow tribalism. There 

are beautiful things about being part of a tribe but when it becomes something that’s defensive to others, 

when it feels threatened or lashes out against other people or wants to take power over others, then it         

becomes destructive.  

  

 

1.5 What's appealing to you about the Christian story?  

 

Phillip Aspinall: I think the most appealing thing about the Christian story is Jesus. If you're thinking about what 

a good human life looks like, you can't go past Jesus really. I mean, he comes through the gospels and 

through the scriptures as an amazingly attractive person who isn't always easy to get on with. He calls out 

bad behaviour, he seems to be a bit pig headed at times. Towards the end of his life when he's heading to 

Jerusalem and his friends don't really want him to go there, he insists on going. But overall when people met 

Jesus, they had amazing experiences of their lives being turned upside down, of being transformed, of being 

set free...of things that were binding them and oppressing them, weighing them down...being released from all 

of that. He’s an amazingly attractive person and he says to us that God is like this. If you've seen me you've 

seen the father. So, if God is like Jesus, that's a fantastic thing.  
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Ceri Wynne: That’s easy, the incarnation! What can I say? That’s just amazing! That God was with us on 

earth - that God walked with us - that in Jesus we have the perfection of God and human combined. A human 

person who bore the perfect imprint of God. And beyond that, that God has actually experienced everything 

we experience. The pain, suffering, joy, friendship, love, all the experiences that make a human life what it is. 

And that showed unceasing love towards even those that hated and reviled him. And I also take great delight 

in the stories of the resurrection and the appearance of the nails in the resurrected image of Jesus. Because to 

me that says, whatever happens in our afterlife, we bear the imprint of how we've lived and what we've been 

subjected to. I like the term that “matter matters” ...that our physical lives, that what we do here does matter 

and that we take that with us into whatever the resurrected life is all about. Definitely the incarnation,          

Emmanuel, Christ with us, Jesus with us, and the resurrection and the scars.  

 

Josephine Inkpin: I was brought up in the Christian faith, so I think a lot of it has to do with relationships. That’s 

the big thing about God and faith - that it’s ultimately about relationships, so that's how I've learnt               

relationships. There are beautiful things in other faiths, but I think there’s something powerful in the Christian 

idea of love. I know that sometimes we make a bit of a mess of it. And people emphasise other things, but 

that’s the core business isn’t it, and mercy and forgiveness which are very strong in that. They are part of other 

traditions, and obviously part of the Jewish faith, but it’s focussed in a person, and I guess that’s an attractive 

thing. I’ve  heard Jewish Rabbis say that’s part of our gift as Christians, our God is embodied in a               

person...fortunately not a person we have a picture of so we don't have to pin God down to male, black or 

white or anything like that, it’s actually a very enlarged picture...but a picture of God that is actually attractive.  

It’s not a powerful God. The God who speaks through Jesus is compassionate and gets alongside people and 

is comfortable in their own skin as well. Those are the things we are actually seeking in our own life. Those are 

the things I like to see, so it’s taking forward...Jesus was a Judean, so he takes forward the Hebrew faith. He 

brings that out, and through the Christian story, it’s made available to people throughout the world in different 

ways.  

That for me is an exciting thing. Christianity is not a fixed thing - there are continuities and key elements of it, 

but it’s actually something we are called in to deeper relationship with, and to build new relationships with 

other people that we come into contact with and new ideas and that sort of thing. It’s an open thing, a        

generous tradition at its best and centred on love in the person of Christ and that to me is a really beautiful 

thing to give thanks for.  
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Peter Kline: I think what's most appealing about the Christian story is that it’s a way of saying that where you 

find an opening to God or where you find an opening to infinite mystery is in the most every day and difficult 

aspects of life. I think this is what Christianity essentially means by the incarnation of God in Jesus. God comes 

to us; God opens to us in and through the uncertain fleshy stuff of existence. I think that’s ultimately what  

Christianity is about. That access to God happens here, it happens in the most difficult and the most painful 

aspects of life, and that there's no dimension of existence, no matter how painful, no matter how uncertain, no 

matter how tragic - that God is not present too. That is what's most compelling about the Christian story. You 

find God right in the midst of tragedy and terror and horror. Which is what Christianity proclaims, that you 

find God in the crucified Christ - you find God there in the life of this person who was executed by empire, 

executed by power for challenging all kinds of ways the world has been carved up into good and evil. God is 

found there in that life that the world put to death...therefore God is found in all of life's uncertainty, even trag-

edy.   

 

Gillian Moses: For me the Christian story at its heart is about relationships. I keep coming back to that word. 

It’s our relationship with God, with one another and with the world around us. What the Christian story says is 

we are all ok, we can do this, we're loveable we are capable of loving one another and we are held in love 

by God, so don't worry so much about things, just concentrate on the business of getting along with one an-

other, of looking at other people and other parts of the world as blessed and proceed from there. Instead of 

worrying about who is right and wrong and who is in charge and do I have to have a say about everything?  

My understanding of the Christian story is that it says “No, you don't have to worry about any of that...just be 

in love, love everything, and want what's best for us all, look for what helps us flourish and you're on the right 

track”. What’s not to like about that message? I haven't found anything else that works as well for me and the 

way I relate to other people, as that, so I’m not in a hurry to let go of that one.  
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You can find the videos of these sessions, along with reflection questions for individuals or 

groups at www.stfran.qld.edu.au under “SFC Short Courses—Faith Asking Questions”. 
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