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THE TRANSCRIPT 

 

Episode 1 Religion and why it makes a difference  

 

1.3 Why are there so many different faiths/religions?  

 

Phillip Aspinall: I think religions emerge out of communities and cultures, so different cultures have different 

languages, different concepts, different ideas, different ways of thinking, and different peoples have differ-

ent ways of behaving. And I think as they try to answer big questions in life, all of that comes into play, so I 

think that diversity of human life influences religious thinking and behaviour and activity.  

 

Gillian Moses: Why do we have different tastes in food, or music? Why do we like different kinds of books? 

We are an incredibly diverse species...so why would we be any different in matters of faith. I think religion 

arises out of context, out of culture and out of experience and again, different groups of people at different 

times in history have had very different experiences, their response to those experiences, or the way they 

make meaning of them is probably what gives rise to the particular expression of faith.   

 

Phillip Aspinall: Even within Christianity there are big differences brought about by diversity of culture. If you 

go to an Eastern Orthodox worship service, it looks very different from an Australian Anglican one, even 

though the underlying ideas and commitments are consistent. Culture has a big impact. And I think there are 

different religions too because people have made different choices about the answers to big questions. The 

idea of karma is one way of giving meaning to your life... things happen to me because of the good I’ve 

done in the past, or the bad I’ve done in the past. What goes around comes around. Others will say "I don't 

believe in karma; I think good things happen to good people and bad things happen to good people. You 

don't    always get what you deserve in this life.” That’s one of the puzzles. Why is there evil, and suffering? 

That's one of the hardest questions for Christians and people of all faiths to answer.   

 

Josephine Inkpin: There are so many different types of people all over the place, and God doesn't intend us 

to be the same. That’s the story of the tower of Babel. People trying to get the same thing, and God says go 

A ST FRANCIS COLLEGE SHORT COURSE 



St Francis College Short Course                               FAITH ASKING QUESTIONS                            www.stfran.qld.edu.au 2 

 

away. God is saying with Pentecost that everyone speaks about me (God), about life in different ways - so it’s 

quite understandable if you grow up in a mountainous area, or Australia by the sea, you're going to have 

slightly different emphases in the way you portray the divine, beauty, truth justice etc.  

 

Peter Kline: One simple answer as to why there are so many faiths and religions is because humanity is so  

diverse.  There's not just one genre of the human being - there are many different ways and forms and styles 

of being human and if religion is something that humans tend to or naturally tend to create or be in touch with 

infinite meaning then it makes sense that there's going to be lots of different forms of religion, and lots of     

different styles of religion and all different sorts.  

Also, if the heart of what religion is about is putting us in contact with the sacred, or the holy that is infinite, 

then there could be no one purchase on that...no one claiming of that, no one exhaustive manifestation of that. 

If the infinite is by nature infinite, if God is infinite, there is not one approach to God that could ever exhaust it. 

Now of course, religious traditions throughout history have all the time claimed we are the one, right true    

religious tradition...that's not stopped them. The fact that religion at its best puts people in contact with what 

exceeds any human definition, that's not stopped religious traditions claiming "ours is the one best way, we're 

the only way to bind humanity to the holy" the only way right.  

But I think that type of (exclusivist is the fancy word for it) that exclusivist claiming of being the one right way or 

the only way, it’s actually turning religion against itself. It’s a kind of shutting down of what we can call       

spirituality's best impulses, which is to say, "we are in contact with what we cannot own". By being in contact 

with God, we are in contact with what we cannot put our border or frame around.  

 

Ceri Wynne: I remember being asked that question a long while ago when I was in theological training. It 

suddenly occurred to me...why on earth wouldn't God reveal God self to everybody? And anybody...we're 

all humans so it makes perfect sense that other cultures would have a different expression for their encounter 

with God, so for me it makes perfect sense. God is far bigger than ever I could imagine and why would I be 

arrogant enough to assume that my version of God is the only one. There's a real sense of let's be humble 

about this...we only see very partially and dimly about what and who God is and what God is doing. We’re 

not the only sheep. As Jesus said, "I've got sheep in other paddocks" (John 10:16) so I believe that God     

encounters other cultures in different ways.  

 

Peter Kline: One of the famous images about the fact that humanity is made up of multi religious traditions, 

is ... picture a big elephant and there is a bunch of people around the elephant and they are all blindfolded 

and they are all trying to put their hands on the elephant. This is a very common image that is used of different 
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religious traditions where each have their hand on a different part of the elephant. Someone might have their 

hand on the leg, someone might have a hand on the tail, someone might have a hand on the trunk of the   

elephant and each religious tradition has a kind of access point to this big thing that exceeds all of them. And 

if you were to take simply the point of view of one of them you wouldn't get the whole picture.  

That one way in which some people have tried to make sense of the plurality of religion, is that we are all kind 

of coming at this infinite mystery from a different viewpoint and we all have something to say about it,     

something vitally important to say about it, but no one of us exhausts the whole. The whole is beyond          

anybody's grasp. We all have very important parts, or access points or paths into this mystery.  

That’s perhaps one way to respect the particularity of different religions but also together we are straining  

after something that none of us can ultimately exhaust.  

 

Josephine Inkpin: If God is ever pinned down to one way we're really in trouble (which is a little bit awkward 

for us as Christians because we feel that everyone should own the same truth) but actually if you think about it 

Christianity doesn’t do that. My sense is that what different religions, different faith groups do is remind us 

about things we might otherwise forget. The prayers that Muslims carry out are far more serious than what a 

lot of Christians do. It prompts us to ask, “What are our religious practices?” The practice of Buddhist       

meditation takes us back into a contemplative space that has often been neglected in the Christian tradition. 

But vice versa, the Christian tradition has things that might want to speak to other faith groups.  There are 

things in Christianity that enhance and complete, not necessarily contradict those of other traditions. I think it 

must be God's way of doing things.  

Bruce Boase: One thing that religion actually does do is that it reinforces faith…faith is the important thing.  

Religion and the practice of religion reinforces faith. If we’re talking about religion in a holy way. My father 

had a religion in that every Saturday he’d go down to the TAB with his newspapers and religiously pick hors-

es and religiously follow those races. That happened just about every Saturday. And he had faith in his own 

abilities to do that. Didn’t do him much good. If we follow blindly those sorts of things its religion. But FAITH 

that’s supported by what we do with our religion, that’s important.  
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You can find the video of this session, along with reflection questions for individuals or groups 

at www.stfran.qld.edu.au under “SFC Short Courses—Faith Asking Questions”. 
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