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THE TRANSCRIPT 

 

Episode 2 The Creator and Being Created  

 

2.1 What’s important about the creation story in a modern scientific context?  

 

Gillian Moses: The creation stories for me (because there’s more than one, there are many creation stories), 

but particularly the ones in Genesis that we’re so familiar with, they are important to me because they talk 

about a God who creates out of love, a God who wants to be in relationship with God’s creation. And 

that’s what brings us into being, that’s what brings everything into being. God is in relationship, God is   

relation. So how wonderful to think that we are called into being so that someone can love us.                       

I think that’s fantastic.  

 

 Jazz Dow: There is so much in creation stories that is important to me. Recently I’ve been reflecting on what 

the story means for how we live our lives and how we relate to earth. There’s a beautiful article by Walter 

Bruggeman that speaks about the myth of scarcity and the liturgy of abundance, and the creation narrative 

as a liturgy of abundance and generosity…representing the generosity of God and the abundance of God 

and the goodness of God and the goodness of creation. There’s this constant liturgy of “it is good, it is 

good, it is good, it is good, it is very good”.  

Then we go through the narrative of Genesis and it’s not until later in Genesis that we start seeing the entry 

of that myth of scarcity, or that anxiety about not having enough, needing to acquire more and more and 

more power, whereas the truth of the creation narrative is that God is good, that creation is good and that 

there’s an abundance of generosity to be shared…there is enough and there is always enough.   

What is important for me in the 21st Century here in Milton is that I buy into that myth of scarcity as an    

individual, and the creation narrative always calls me out of that and says “Hey, remember there’s enough” 

so I don’t need to buy into consumerism (even though I do), and I don’t need to acquire more, and be more 

and have more in order to prove my worth and my goodness, it’s just inherently there.   
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Gillian Moses: The other thing I like about the creation stories particularly the first one in Genesis is that it’s a 

constant movement into greater and greater diversity. So every day we start with light and darkness, then we 

move into the lights in the heavens, then we move into dry land and water, and then there are creatures in the 

seas, then there are creatures in the air, and then there are plants, and then there are more creatures and then 

humans come into this as well. So, it’s a constant movement into greater richness, greater diversity, greater 

contrast. So that tells me that the way things are is exactly the way they are meant to be, and it is all good.  

 

Jazz Dow: I’ve had the privilege to sit with some Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students at Wontulp-Bi-

Buya College (Cairns) and one of the things that has really inspired my faith is the common truth in creation 

narratives. So obviously the creation narrative is a creation narrative, and there are 2 in the Bible and there 

are many creation narratives in the world. In indigenous cultures we hear those that have been passed on 

through generation to generation. And so as I’ve listened to some of the creation narratives from these     

Christian Torres Strait Islander people and these Christian Aboriginal people I notice the commonality of the 

creator and the created, the truths that flow out of that and the truths of our own creation narrative, because 

truths are far more important to me than facts. The truth in the creation narrative is that God is good, God is 

abundant, and that God’s love is abundant, that the earth is abundant, and that there is enough.  

 

Bruce Boase: We haven’t always had a modern scientific context. We are very blessed in that we do have 

the sciences to explain to us about the beginnings of things and the endings of things but in ancient cultures, 

(and I speak from an Aboriginal point of view) science wasn’t around. There’s the explanation/story of how 

creation happened and how we as human beings fitted into creation. And it helped us get along and helped 

us work out what we could and could not do, eat and grow and helped us to live with this story. And as with 

all good stories, it was always good for the telling around campfires late at night or at other ancient places, 

gathered around the foot of a mentor. A story that helps us from our Biblical creation point of view, it’s a story 

that I feel still continues.  It’s a story that goes along with what the sciences says. God’s seven days is still    

going on. The resting that God does, we still commemorate on a Sunday.  

With God, there’s always the next day when creation just keeps going and growing and the earth keeps 

forming. I’ve been on the island of Kilauea in Hawaii. The volcano doesn’t just erupt, it kind of oozes out into 

the sea and over time it hardens. So new land is being created all the time. Sadly, what human beings are 

doing is mucking around with it, with creation, and creating another story which is not so good. My friends 

from the Torres Strait will tell you – their islands are disappearing under the sea because the big islands of ice 

from the Antarctic are melting faster than they’ve ever done before. So, creation helps this story to show that it 

isn’t good to muck around with this. Science will also tell you the same sort of story, I think.  
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Penelope Jones: I think the most important thing about the creation stories is to recognise that is what they are 

– they are stories – they are not a science textbook. And we recognise that there is more than one creation 

story, obviously we have Genesis 1, we have Genesis 2, there’s an account of creation in Job, there is Psalm 

8. There are multiple creation accounts in our scriptures and that gives us a whole wealth of material with 

which to work. I think it’s really important to recognise that the Genesis 2 story is the older story, and if you 

think about it it’s because those who compiled Genesis did what most writers do – they write the prologue last 

and they put it on the front to explain everything that’s going to come afterwards.   

And there isn’t really a way to make Genesis 1 and Genesis 2 agree with each other because they come 

from very different places. Genesis 2 is an oral story. The kind of story you’d tell around a campfire and that’s 

why when you read it - it reads so much like one of our Aboriginal creation stories…coming out of, in many 

ways, a similar kind of place, particularly a desert spirituality. So, you have this forming from the dust of the 

ground. And then you have Genesis 1 – that’s a story that’s really a liturgical story. It’s the kind of story that 

would have been recited in the temple, almost with a refrain… “and God saw that it was very good” and so 

it’s there as a great liturgical poem. What both of those stories do is they tell us that creation matters, is       

personal and is about relationship.  And so, it’s not about factuality – let’s go to science for that – and that’s 

going to emerge and emerge. We’ve got evolution at the moment – that’s a great paradigm – in 300 years 

there’ll be something else. But what will persist in 300 years’ time is that human understanding that something 

greater than the human is here and that we’re part of it and that we have potential for relationship with it. 

That’s what makes the creation story still really exciting in an era where science is becoming more and more 

exciting. These two things are not separate things, they are things that can be held together with joy and    

with delight.  
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You can find the video of this session, along with reflection questions for individuals or groups 

at www.stfran.qld.edu.au under “SFC Short Courses—Faith Asking Questions”. 
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