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THE TRANSCRIPT 

 

Episode 2 The Creator and Being Created  

 

2.3 What does it mean to be created in the image of God?  

 

Phillip Aspinall: That question has exercised the minds of many people over many years.   

 

Gillian Moses: Being created in the image and likeness of God, I think is how it goes in Genesis, at least in 

the English translations.   

 

Phillip Aspinall: I think it’s to do with the capacity to love and being made to give and receive love. So be-

ing made in the image of God is to do with being made for relationship with God and with each other, and 

all that entails. In one of the Johannine epistles it says God is love (1 John 4: 8,16), I think we’re made to 

love God and to love one another and that’s why Christ came, to enable that to be realised.  

 

Gillian Moses: I think that’s such a gift, because if we begin from that idea that God is love, that God is in  

relationship, that God creates out of a sense of generosity and profligacy then that’s what we’re meant to 

be, we’re meant to be people who are constantly giving of ourselves, that we allow these things to pour out 

from ourselves, and what comes out is supposed to be love and care and compassion – all those wonderful 

things that we associate with God, including mercy. So being created in the image and likeness of God for 

me is about that, it’s about how we behave like God in the world.  

It also gives me the sense that when I look at someone else, I’m seeing something of God, I can learn     

something about God from interacting with other people and that’s pretty amazing too. It’s a challenge to 

love people because they teach me something about God. Rather than looking at them and saying, “oh no 

I don’t like that about you” or “that can’t be right” or “I don’t want to hang out with you.” How do I find the 

image of God in that person, how do I respond to that even if it challenges me or makes me feel                 

uncomfortable? So, what a great invitation it is to consider ourselves made in the image and likeness           

of God.  
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Jazz Dow: It’s a big question and it’s hard to get my head around that because if that’s the case, then God is 

big, because we are different people. There are layers and layers of complexity, there’s chaos and all those 

beautiful things. Obviously, there’s an ethical element to that – to treat others as if they could be God. That 

sense of God-ness in each of us so what is it about you that reflects God’s face to me? And how do I respond 

to that? Is it ok to make you “other”? To stand over here in my own created self and think that I’m somehow 

above you? Or in any way compare myself to you as if I was better. That is completely undone by the       

doctrine of being created in the image of God because we are always turned toward the other, God is turned 

toward us and showed us that in the incarnation and in becoming Christ and becoming human and relating 

with us, God showed that God’s heart is always turned toward the other.  

 

Penelope Jones: I think when we talk about being made in the image of God it’s really important to recognise 

that all of us are made in the image of God and every part of each one of us is made in the image of God. It’s 

very easy to think of God as some sort of scale of perfection and that perhaps only the perfect bits of us are in 

the image of God, where the reality is that we are all in the image of God and there is that of God in every 

part of us. That means that we need to value ourselves; we need to value other people with that recognition 

so when I look at another person, I’m looking at God. If we do that, we will treat one another better.   

I think the very early church teachers recognised that God became a human being in order that human beings 

may become like God. They were onto something. Jesus came amongst us as perhaps the best example of 

what it might be to be a human being and he did that by being totally Jesus. And so, for us to be like Jesus 

means that we have to be totally ourselves – that means I have to be the most Penny I can be in order to be 

the most like God, the most like Jesus.  

That’s a wonderful thing because it means there is a huge diversity of what it might be to be made in the      

image of God. I think we have assumed that somewhere there was a kind of perfect prototype, but no! Each 

and every human being – all our imperfection – remains in the image of God. Even if we look at the            

resurrected body of Jesus, we see in that body a woundedness…so it’s not about body beautiful, it’s about 

being authentically    ourselves, and from that place of authenticity, allow others to be themselves to the fullest 

extent they can.  
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You can find the video of this session, along with reflection questions for individuals or groups 

at www.stfran.qld.edu.au under “SFC Short Courses—Faith Asking Questions”. 
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