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THE TRANSCRIPT 

 

Episode 2 The Creator and Being Created  

 

2.4 Why did God make mosquitoes and other bad stuff?  

  

Jazz Dow: We may have been created in the image of God but that doesn’t mean we have the mind of 

God so for me this question distracts a little. It ties into the question “Why do bad things happen to good 

people?”, “Why are there things that hurt people?” and I’m sure there are so many answers to these    

questions, that’s because they are hard questions. I wouldn’t say I have a neat answer to it.   

 

Gillian Moses: How do we know what’s bad? How do we know what place all these things have in        

creation? It seems unlikely to us, but if there were no mosquitoes, what else would there be none of, it’s a 

reminder to us that we don’t know anything really, that we are only beginning to scrape the surface.  We 

know nothing. So,  mosquitoes invite us to be humble actually and say, well maybe there is a really good 

reason for that, and I might not know what it is. I think many things invite us into humility, we’re not very 

comfortable with that, but that’s the whole point.  

 

Penelope Jones: Well I do sometimes in a jokey way, wonder about the flaws in creation. I have frequently 

complained to God about teeth, I mean they do seem to me to be a flaw in creation…they are trouble when 

you’re getting them, they are trouble when you’ve got them and they are trouble when they go wrong and 

fall out and why can’t we have a new set every few years like the sharks? But I am only joking. Even if you 

think about irritating things like mosquitoes:  I think about mosquitoes and I think…well you know there’s a 

good saying that says somebody that doesn’t value small things has obviously never been in bed with a 

mosquito. The small can actually produce extraordinary effects – for good or ill.  

And maybe the irritant that is a mosquito serves to remind us of that – that every smallest atom is of signifi-

cance and plays a part that we don’t necessarily know. My impression is that scientists are uncovering more 

and more extraordinary mysteries of our universe and discovering that things we thought were valueless 

have extraordinary value in creating medicine or providing a food source for some creature that we didn’t 

even know existed because our microscopes weren’t powerful enough. So, I don’t know if it’s for us to 
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judge at this point what is useful and not useful, irritating or valuable in the creation that surrounds us.         

Everything has a part to play.  

 

Jazz Dow: I’m constantly confused by suffering and pain with a good, abundant, generous, loving God…but 

in no way would I see God’s intention to ever harm. As human beings we complicate things, we make things 

difficult – it’s the beauty and wonder of having a brain, such complex brains that have the ability to think and 

enquire but it also shows our limitedness – some things don’t have answers. Sitting with mystery is a gift, but 

it’s not easy.   

 

 

 

You can find the video of this session, along with reflection questions for individuals or groups 

at www.stfran.qld.edu.au under “SFC Short Courses—Faith Asking Questions”. 
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