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THE TRANSCRIPT 

 

Episode 3 Who Am I?   

 

3.2 What am I responsible for/connected to?  

 

Tiffany Sparks: I think we are inextricably responsible for each other and for the world that we live in. These 

are all the gifts we’ve been given by God. We’ve been given life, we’ve been given all these amazing     

people that are surrounding us, even the ones that we don’t know and can’t see. We owe responsibility to 

the other and to creation.  

 

Bruce Boase: I am Bruce Boase, I am a product of my family, and my mother and father, my grandmothers 

and my grandfathers. One side comes from England, and on another side, my grandmother’s side, my    

mother’s side, very much a part of Aboriginal storytelling and history and song lines in this land. And so I 

count myself as blessed to part of all of that and so that’s who I am and so in a way I’m responsible for that 

– to hand on to my children the same sorts of love and care and nurture of that story but also to show them 

that they are a part of that story as well, the big story of our lives   

 

Josephine Inkpin: I think we’re really only responsible in one sense for ourselves. But we are also             

responsible in that, for the whole of ourselves. So, to look after isolated me isn’t actually to look after     

oneself, its actually to look after our connections with other people, with the planet, the little bit of God’s 

kingdom that we’re part of.  I’m not a great fan of the emphasis on responsibility. I think sometimes in       

religious circles, we put a great deal of responsibility in telling people what to do, guilt and whatever. 

Sometimes I think it’s better to look at it from the other end of things and say, “what am I called to be?” 

What will I be, it’s not just about duty, its more to do with imagination and creativity?  

So, what is it I am called to create? And we can’t really create those things for ourselves – you immediately 

come into relationship with other people.  My response is that if you are interested in love, truth, beauty all 

the things associated with a rich relationship in life and with God and with faith, then you feel yourself 

called in to those activities of cultivating beauty, truth, justice in the place you are, and love. But I think it 

should come out of that space, a space of grace rather than of duty. In that sense we have a responsibility, 
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but it is a responsibility to remain true to the depth of God in ourselves, rather than an external sense              

of calling.   

 

Ceri Wynne: Me and everything is my short response. And again, this is my scientific background that informs 

me in this way, I’m connected to everything, everything that’s come before, the whole of the evolutionary   

history I’m here at this particular point in time because of the 4 or so billion years of evolution that have been 

occurring on this earth. I’m an individual but I use that word with caution especially in today’s world. I am  

intimately connected to everything and everyone around me and more and more particularly I am becoming 

aware of being connected to creation, so in terms of what I’m responsible for, I also bear a lot of                

responsibility for myself and other human beings who I’m connected to intimately about what we’re doing to 

the world around us, what we have done.  

And so, there’s a real sense that we have too long considered the earth and the creatures and the natural 

wealth around us for our own use. I’m deeply, deeply sorry for all of that, and deeply aware that we have to 

recover that sense that we are a tiny, tiny little part of a huge whole. And we’re responsible for all of it in what 

we say and do, and how we use the resources that we have.  

 

John Roundhill: The issue of Christian responsibility is one I was pondering the other day and it seems that 

when you wake up as a Christian, you start to feel responsible for all kinds of thing (and of course we are). If 

you look at the Marks of Mission of the Anglican Church, we are to care for the planet, but fundamentally I 

think we’re responsible for ourselves. I love the phrase “be the change that you want to see” … start with  

yourself sometimes, don’t start by looking at others. Start thinking about how you can be in this world.  

 

Bruce Boase: For a long time, I was having trouble working out exactly what I was here for. When I was 11 

years old, I was told by God that I was here to be a priest, and chose to ignore that call for a long, long time  

until I was 45 and finally it came good that that was what I was here for. So, to be responsible – what am I 

responsible for? As a priest, I am responsible for a whole lot of other people, family and try to engender into 

people that that is also a part of their responsibilities. They have their own stories to look after, they have their 

own families to hand on to.  Perhaps in this world, and I have noticed it more, there is a tendency to be inside 

and selfish – that may be for a lot of reasons, it may be self-defence but there is still this responsibility we have 

for our sacred places, for our song lines, our stories, our families that are a part of that, where  we fit into that 

and in amongst all of that is our responsibility for our earth. I think Jesus said, we are of this world and we 

won’t be taken out of this world until time and so while we are in this, we are responsible for that, to make 

sure that our children do have something to take on.  
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Tiffany Sparks: Sometimes you hear people say I’m only responsible for me, I can only control myself, and 

look, you know a lot of that’s true, and that is a bit of a starting point and if we just stay in that zone where 

everything’s just about me then we’re being a bit self-centred. That’s actually quite self-centred. We’re      

commanded by God to love our neighbour as much as we love ourselves. A lot of people get caught just in 

that self-love and that self-responsibility. We have to be outward looking. That’s an important part of our 

Christian journey, to be responsible for the fullness of life, our neighbours.  

 

You can find the video of this session, along with reflection questions for individuals or groups 

at www.stfran.qld.edu.au under “SFC Short Courses—Faith Asking Questions”. 
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