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THE TRANSCRIPT 

 

Episode 5 Grace and Learning to Forgive, Learning to Hope.  

 

5.1 What is grace in terms of the Christian story?  

 

Tiffany Sparks: I like the idea, and I had this explained to me in first year theology, that grace is the gift of 

God’s self – this never ending gift of God that occurs in our lives whether we deserve it or not and that 

grace allows us to move beyond our mistakes to feel forgiveness in our lives to be able to apply forgiveness 

to others and to grow as people.  

 

Jonathan Holland: Well, many people think that grace is a kind of power or attribute from God, but I have 

a quite different take on it. When you look for the word “grace” in the Old Testament, you can barely find 

it, especially linked to God. God is rarely described as a gracious, graceful God in the Old Testament. But 

when we come to the New Testament the word “grace” is everywhere. St Paul particularly likes the word, 

so he greets people with “The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God” and so on. He says, “Grace 

to you and peace from God the father” and so on. In the letter to Titus, there’s that wonderful phrase “The 

grace of God has dawned with healing in its wings” and if you go right to the prologue in John’s Gospel 

we read that the law came by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. So it almost sounds like the 

early Christians encountered something in Jesus which revealed an aspect of God previously unknown, and 

the word they fastened on to describe that aspect of God, was the word “grace”. And what they mean by 

“grace” is something which is welcome, evokes a sense of gratitude and pleasure in one’s heart. It’s the   

manner by which God goes about his business, especially through Jesus Christ, on earth.   

 

Sarah Leisemann: Grace is probably the most exciting and beautiful part of the Christian story. There’s    

something about grace that is almost magical in the way that grace doesn’t come to us because of       

something we are or do. Grace is by its very nature unearned and it is unearnable. (I don’t know if that is a 

word!) But you can’t earn grace because if you earn something it’s a reward and grace is not a reward, it’s 

a gift. And it’s a gift that comes to us sometimes unexpectedly. It’s a gift that God gives freely to each per-

son who calls on God and for that reason it’s almost too good to be true. Grace says to us “I want to give 
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of myself to you not because of who you are but because of who God is.” That’s a beautiful and exciting  

concept. Not only does it give value to who we are as human beings, but it gives us a glimpse into who God 

is – God is grace full, full of grace, full of the willingness to give to humanity.  

Grace is something that gives freedom to people.  The Christian faith is about fullness of life. The verse in the 

Bible I hold onto most dearly is the one where Jesus said that “I came so that they might have life, life in all its 

fulness”. Grace is the gift of being set free into fulness of life. No matter what we’ve done. When we feel    

burdened by things, grace says “You are still worthy I still love you no matter what”. That’s why it’s almost 

magical, almost too good to be true, but it tells us what God is like and that’s a wonderful gift.  

 

John Roundhill: Grace for me is about God’s readiness to forgive and to restore our lives. There was a British 

theologian, John Fenton a new testament scholar and he coined this phrase: about God’s “unilateral         

declaration of forgiveness” and it was during the time of the idea of nuclear war and the idea of us having 

unilateral declarations of things but the idea that God goes out and takes the initiative to forgive and restore – 

that’s where I think we have grace. We see that in the Biblical text, it is abounding in the Biblical text, but you 

see it abounding in Church life as well. It's one of the things you see in real churches these days - you go there 

and you talk to people and ask “Where do you see grace?” and almost everyone can tell you a story of 

grace, where someone has come in, has encountered Christian love and their life has been turned over.  

 

Jonathan Holland: We get some sense of what grace means by English words that draw their inspiration for 

the word grace: gratitude, graciousness, graceful. If we receive a gracious letter, it’s a letter which evokes in 

our heart a sense of welcome, we’re pleased to receive the letter, and gratitude and joy at reading the     

contents of the letter. If we watch a graceful ballet dancer, it’s a ballet dancer who so dances that we watch 

the dance with pleasure in our hearts and are grateful for having seen the dancer.   

So, when we talk about the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, we mean that Jesus goes about his business in such 

a way that what we observe evokes a sense of joy and pleasure in our hearts and gratitude to receive what 

he is doing and saying. And we can find numerous examples of this manner by which Jesus goes about God’s 

work on earth in the Gospels and the best example I think is Zacchaeus who climbs the tree to get a better 

view of Jesus – and Jesus comes by and the manner by which Jesus encounters and talks to Zacchaeus 

evokes in Zacchaeus gratitude, pleasure, joy so much so that he responds and becomes a changed man. So, 

I think grace is all about the way in which God goes about his work on earth, particularly through Jesus, and 

we are called as Christians to enact in our own relationships something of the grace that we first see in        

Jesus Christ.  
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Sarah Leisemann: When I think about grace, I often go back to the actions of Jesus which are grace-filled. 

The way Jesus interacts with people who have lost hope is full of grace. The woman who is caught in a terrible 

sin and must be feeling utterly ashamed Jesus says “Here’s a gift, the gift of starting again, the gift of           

rebuilding your life”. When people are burdened with sin and guilt and they are asking “Why is this man 

blind…was it because of his sin, was it his parent’s sin?” And Jesus gives the gift of grace which says it wasn’t 

because of sin, life is just sometimes hard. There’s a sense in which Jesus lifts the burden off people. That’ what 

grace is.  

Grace is the gift of being relieved of a burden that you didn’t want and that you can’t get rid of by yourself. 

And so, Jesus reaches out to people and says “Let me take that from you – not because you’ve been good, 

but because I am good and because God is good.” So that’s why grace reveals who and what God is, and 

Jesus does it all the time with everyone that he meets. Nobody has to earn it. Jesus simply gives it. And people 

receive that fulness of life because of that free gift that Jesus gives. It’s beautiful.  

 

You can find the video of this session, along with reflection questions for individuals or groups 

at www.stfran.qld.edu.au under “SFC Short Courses—Faith Asking Questions”. 
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