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THE TRANSCRIPT 

 

Episode 5 Grace and Learning to Forgive, Learning to Hope.  

 

5.4 How does grace impact your life and our lives day to day?  

 

Bruce Boase: Our theology class was pulled up short one day when someone said “there but for the grace 

of God, go I” about a disabled person. The theology lecturer said, “God’s grace in on everyone”. What 

has happened to people as far as their health, or their bodies is concerned or what has happened to peo-

ple as far as the choices they make is nothing to do with God’s grace being on us all. We are all blessed 

with God’s grace.  We are all recipients of it and the hard part for us is to work out how that is and what 

that looks like sometimes. The times in my life when I’ve actually encountered somebody who was so full of 

grace that I recognised it without it even being told me and that set me on another direction are just too 

many to ignore, and they are always people who have been a strong part of life within family within church 

within work. Grace is there through God’s good will to us. We just have to work out how to listen to it how 

to get it.  

 

Sarah Leisemann: Grace impacts my life in my personal relationships because we’re human and we fight 

with one another, we misunderstand one another we let each other down from time to time. I am very     

conscious of the grace that I am shown by my friends every day when I’m grumpy and I don’t treat them 

well or I let them down in some way. I’m so blessed to know that I have another chance that my friends offer 

me grace, and my friends offer me forgiveness which means a fresh start every day. That’s a wonderful way 

to live.   

Occasionally my students ask me “What if you’re wrong what if there is no God, and when you die there is 

nothing?” My response is always the same. If I’m wrong, ok, but I can’t think of another, better way to live 

my life than showing grace, showing forgiveness the way that Jesus taught. Living my life in a way that says 

to people “Your mistakes are not the end of the story – your mistakes are simply a stepping stone to         

becoming who you are”.  

In my life, in your life, grace and forgiveness and hope continually open the door to new discoveries about 

ourselves, continually invite us to a fuller richer life. If at the end of that I find out there’s no God, I can’t think 
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of a better way to have lived my life than following those actions, words, the gracious life that Jesus showed 

me. It’s the most wonderful way to live my life.  

And I can’t imagine living a life without the hope that forgiveness brings. Daily. I can’t imagine living a life that 

doesn’t have glimpses of grace everyday. It springs out of love. If there is love in the world, then there is God 

in the world. That’s my hope, that’s my joy and I’m so blessed to know that kind of grace and that kind of   

forgiveness in my life.  

 

John Roundhill: We often see stories where grace has released people from a kind of captivity. I think we’ve 

seen whole nations like South Africa deal with such deep issues of hurt, but they have found grace come and 

release them. I think in our own lives we will each encounter times when the hurt has been so tremendous, that 

sometimes it's been another person whose been the agent of grace who has come in to restore and renew 

these relationships. In my own life, I would have to look into my family, and each of us has these family stories 

where we feel “this is going to be impossible” and then something new, utterly new comes in which breaks 

through the paradigm.  I was a school chaplain in Scotland, and I’d been there for my first term. One of the 

things I had done was to buy a big, fat, white candle to put on the altar in the chapel and some people stole 

the candle. It was one of those things that at first it was like “Well, where’s the candle?” But it had been taken. 

It had been taken by students. The staff members of the school thought “well this is appalling” but in actual 

fact the students were hurt by it too, it was their chapel and some of them had taken this candle. They’d tried 

to inscribe spells into it. We got this candle back and there was all this unpleasant stuff on it, and you think 

“how are we going to deal with this? How are we going to redeem this situation?” It was a big, white candle.  

One of the art teachers said, “I’ll carve it for you”. He was self-declared atheist. But he said “I will help you 

take off all this graffiti from this candle” and he took it so seriously. He learned about the school’s history, he 

explored the meaning of the chapel and he produced this stunning, stunning sculpture in wax. Luckily for me 

he had to do sketches of it, and I have those in my home, but I suspect it’s still there as a treasured possession 

of the school. You could never imagine when we began, where we’d get to.  

And equally I don’t think people coming into the school now who might see this candle would ever imagine or 

realise the painful story that generated it and in a sense that’s how I think grace can sometimes break our    

imaginations and break our paradigms.  

 

Tiffany Sparks: How does grace impact our lives day to day? One of the things I encourage my parishioners 

(and others I talk to about grace) to do is to deliberately change the way we see the world. Because we are 

currently seeing the world through our own eyes and we are encouraged to see the world through God’s 

eyes – every single person is just as special as you are – you’re all unique, just like everyone else – and each 
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person that you meet is a child of God and I think if we were in that moment and we’re engaging with     

someone, whether that’s a friend or someone that we’re meeting for the first time and see them as an equally 

valid and important child of God – that’s a moment of grace.  

 

Jonathan Holland: Well I wish grace could impact my life far, far more effectively and when I say grace, I 

wish I had the character that I could so carry out my dealings with others that something of Christ’s love was 

commended to them. But I find sin clings to me so much that sometimes I don’t act as well as I wished I had…in 

such a manner that the way I carry out Christ’s work as best I can actually commends Christ to others.  

And I think that’s the same for all of us – I think that the way we behave commends Christ and creates in the 

other a sort of gratitude and pleasure and thanksgiving and that’s grace, it's what we’re all after. That’s why 

there has to be a holy spirit because people like me are so jolly bad at doing it, we need all the help we     

can get.  

 

Tiffany Sparks: For me, how grace works in my life, whenever I do make a mistake and go in the wrong direc-

tion or back the wrong horse, grace allows me to forgive myself, to take a deep look into how I work and 

how I see the world and it gives me courage to change without any worry that I’ll be less in the eyes of God in 

fact grace and that reflection allows me to become more the person I think God’s calling me to be.  
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You can find the video of this session, along with reflection questions for individuals or groups 

at www.stfran.qld.edu.au under “SFC Short Courses—Faith Asking Questions”. 
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