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6.     LIFE, DEATH AND WHAT COMES NEXT 

 What points gave you new insight to this topic? 

 What ideas caught your attention in this episode? 

 What did you have a strong reaction to? 

 What surprised you? 

 What’s new for you? 

 What points reinforced your own understanding about this topic? 

 What do you have questions about? 

 

 

6.1   What do Christians believe about destiny and fate?  

a) Choose a film or television show/series that deals with ideas about destiny and fate. Identify the underlying            

assumptions about destiny and fate the show works with. 

b) Some Christians talk about God having a plan for our lives. Does that mean free will doesn’t exist? Do we make    

choices or are our paths governed by this ‘plan’? 

c) “It was in the cards,” some say. Was it? 

 

 

6.2   What does the Christian tradition/bible/story/church believe happens when someone 

 dies?  

a) Identify the ideas from the video/s that give you hope for the future. 

b) How does this hope sustain you day to day? 

c) What do the stories of Christ’s resurrection mean for our own deaths? 

d)          In your experience, how do people approach life and death differently if they have faith in a loving God?  

e)         If you heard someone say the faith/religion was just “pie in the sky for after you die” what would you say in reply?  
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6.3   Why do people have to die?  

a) Some suggest “Death is a part of the natural order.” What do you think? 

b) What is it about death that some find uncomfortable or frightening? 

c) In your experience, what helps others to understand the Christian message of hope in this context? 

d) Medical science keeps making advances that increase the life spans of those who can afford it. How should Christians 

react to these advances? 

 

6.4   What do Christians believe about heaven and hell?  

a)         Ask some people about the nature of heaven and they’ll mention white robes, wings, living in the clouds and harps. 

 Where do these ideas come from? 

b) Where do you hear the words “heaven” and “hell” in everyday life? What are the usual assumptions attached to 

those situations? 

c) One very shy person took comfort in the idea offered by John 14:2-3. Her own room! What gives you comfort about 

the ideas offered by Christian understandings about Heaven? 

d) What is your understanding of being close to God? What does that look like in your life/experience, or in the lives of 

faithful people around you? 

e) Sometimes the idea of hell is used as a threat to induce belief. Is this helpful? Would you do this?  

f) There are four words translated as hell in our Bible [Sheol (Hebrew), Hades (Greek), Tartarus (Greek) and Gehenna 

(Greek)]. Gehenna is used much more than any of the others. Look this word up online. Therefore, what does the 

Bible actually say about hell? How is this in contrast with common cultural beliefs?  

 

6.5   My loved ones don’t believe in God, what can I say when they are faced with death 

and  dying?  

a) How is a pastoral approach to such a conversation in contrast with a straight theological response? Is one less ‘true’ 

than the other?  

b) Which approach do you find helpful? Less helpful? 

c) What can churches do to support people in the community with these concerns?  

d) Is this something that concerns you? If so, what sort of support would be of value to you and your loved ones? 

 

6.6   What hope does the Christian faith offer about what comes next?  

a) In what ways are the words ‘faith’ and ‘hope’ similar? In what ways are they different? 

b) The hope that the Christian faith offers about what comes next...how do we pass it on? 

c) The Christian message gives us the hope of life with God after we die. To what extent does this idea impact your day 

to day life in the here and now? How might a life informed by this belief be different from one that is not? 

d) In what ways can the hope of eternal life inspire us to be active amongst the needs of people now? 

e) My loved ones don’t believe in God. What can I say when they are faced with death and dying? 


