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THE TRANSCRIPT 

 

Episode 6 Life, death and what comes next  

 

6.1 What do Christians believe about destiny and fate?  

 

Jazz Dow: Christians believe many things and they often contradict each other and we often argue about 

these things and they often cause big arguments between Christians and so the very nature of this question 

is challenging and there aren’t easy answers, perhaps that’s why we have so many, and I have so little!  

 

Marie-Louise Craig: I really believe that I was created by God and so I have this sense that I’m not a mis-

take, I think that’s really important to me. I think that God makes us unique and individual so all of us have a       

giftedness and a personality to actually do the job that we’ve been put here to do – that sounds like I’m just 

a mechanical thing but I’m not, the personality is really important in that, so I think that in order to live a  

fulfilled and happy life I need to engage with the things that are me and I think that’s not fate, that’s an     

intentional thing that God does for us so its not by accident. And if I manage to do it, I have a great time. I 

really love Psalm 139 “he knit me together in my mother’s womb” there’s that idea that he’s crafted me in a 

special way. Makes me feel really important.  

 

Cameron Venables: Well I think that’s a very interesting question in that we have a very significant belief 

that god has created us in God’s image and God gives us a choice. And I think the choice piece is at odds 

with the idea that we have a predetermined path to travel and I think there’s a real gift in that. So, I think 

God’s there with us in the choices, no matter what choices we make. Sometimes we make good choices, 

sometimes we don’t…not so often in my case.  

Some people think that God has a plan for them and they use the language of God being in control and I 

struggle with that to be honest in the sense that we have a deep foundational belief that life is a gift from 

God, we are made in God’s image and that God gives us choices and so when we choose, we are not 

puppets on the end of a string with God pulling us one way or the other.  We make choices about our life. 

The great thing is that God is with us and loves us, no matter what the choices are.  
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You can find the video of this session, along with reflection questions for individuals or 

groups at www.stfran.qld.edu.au under “SFC Short Courses—Faith Asking Questions”. 
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