
St Francis College Short Course                               FAITH ASKING QUESTIONS                            www.stfran.qld.edu.au 1 

 

THE TRANSCRIPT 

 

Episode 6 Life, death and what comes next  

 

6.2 What does the Christian tradition, the Bible the story, the church, believe happens when 

someone dies?  

 

Cameron Venables: When somebody dies there’s a biological piece obviously that all the little atoms that 

make up our body break down and we go off into being recycled into other things which I really like. The  

Bible teaches us that somehow there’s something that’s essentially us that goes on and whatever happens 

next we understand that we are going to be accountable in some way. So, when Jesus speaks about   

judgement there’s a sense of being accountable for our actions. Interestingly I think Jesus doesn’t say we’ll 

be held accountable for what baptism we had, for what our sexuality was, we will be accountable for how 

we responded to human need. Matthew 25 speaks really clearly – when we responded to people who 

were hungry, when we responded to people who were thirsty, responded to the stranger, so I think there’s 

a real mandate for us to use our lives in ways which respond compassionately to people who have need, 

and  whatever the next piece is, God will take care of it.  

 

Marie-Louise Craig: This one’s a really personal one for me because twice I’ve nearly died so I’ve had the 

experience of actually – well the first time I didn’t even understand what was happening and it was 6 

weeks later that I realised and I don’t think I processed it very well. But the second time it happened was at 

the birth of my last child and I haemorrhaged and they tried to fix me using a method I’d already told them I 

was allergic to. So things went really drastically wrong and I was coming and going in consciousness and 

in the conscious moments I didn’t like what was happening to my body I was worried what would happen 

when Gary was told I was dead. I really prayed and I had a sense of peace that God was in this so I didn’t 

know whether I was going to live or die at that point in time but I just felt at peace that if I had to walk 

through this door that it would be ok.  

So that was a really good thing but at the same time, the processing afterwards came with the idea of birth, 

so it was at the birth of a child, but in a sense, I connected that with my birth into another life. So I thought 

about what it was like for a baby to be born and they have no idea what’s going on and it’s painful and it’s 

awful and they don’t know what’s at the end of it, but it’s a good thing that’s at the end of it and I just said to 
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God “I don’t like this process, but I’m ok about the destination”. For me that was a really life changing        

experience that I realise that it was a doorway to somewhere else and it wasn’t the end. I always knew that in 

my head but now it was a real experience that I would actually step through into the extension of the life that I 

already had.  

 

Jazz Dow: For me the life, death and resurrection of Jesus gives us the biggest hope in this area – that death is 

not the end that death is transformed by life, it doesn’t disappear, we still experience the pain and the        

suffering and the grief of death but we have been promised that it has been transformed…that the sting of 

death has sunk itself into the heart of God – so God knows what the pain of death feels like. God is a god 

who knows what it is to be human because God chose to become human – to know that and to show us that 

death is not the end and that there’s hope and so for me the biggest thing that the Christian tradition teaches 

us about death is that there is life beyond death…that there’s hope.  

 

 

You can find the video of this session, along with reflection questions for individuals or groups 

at www.stfran.qld.edu.au under “SFC Short Courses—Faith Asking Questions”. 
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