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THE TRANSCRIPT 

 

Episode 6 Life, death and what comes next  

 

6.6 What hope does the Christian faith offer about what comes next?  

 

Jazz Dow: The Jesus story tells us about God living amongst us, being born as one of us, travelling the 

depths of life, travelling the hopes of life, the joys of life, literally dying on a cross and then death being 

transformed in the resurrection. So, for me that’s the ultimate hope that death’s been transformed, that death 

has lost its sting. And yet God knows the suffering as well, so that brings great hope to me and yet        

transforms it – doesn’t eliminate it, doesn’t delete it because it's part of our story, it's part of what makes us 

us, and so to take our identity is the ultimate sort of pain isn’t it, the ultimate death.  We see peoples’ identi-

ties stripped constantly and its painful and its dehumanising, so to be human is to have an identity which is 

found in God because we’re created in the image of God but the hope in that is that death is transformed, 

so our suffering is transformed into hope.  

 

Marie-Louise Craig: I often think about heaven – when I was a kid I hated it when they used to say, you 

know you’ll be praising God forever, and my idea of sitting in church all the time, that really didn’t appeal 

to me! But as I‘ve got older I realise that heaven is so much more than that, it’s a rich place. In my head I 

say what would I like heaven to be like…there has to be libraries because there are going to be so many 

books I   haven’t read that I want to read. I want there to be libraries, I want there to be an orchestra I can 

play in and a choir I can sing in, where they don’t care if I sing out of tune and I want a place where I’m not 

having to argue about – you know that argument in your head, should I do this, should I do that, what’s the 

right thing to do? – because I believe that in heaven we are no longer tempted and so there isn’t that strug-

gle anymore, it’s a place of rest, but not a place where you’re just sleeping, it’s a place where we’re able 

to live without the constant questions of life and I think no sadness there’s a joy in heaven.   

My sister when she was dying didn’t want to go because she didn’t want to be the first to go and then her  

uncle on her husband’s side and our uncle on our side of the family died and they were both party animals. 

Then she said “Yes, party, let’s get there” so she was actually ready to go then because of her sense of 

hope that there was a party in heaven. And so I think if I was going to say what hope can I offer people – 
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that death is not the end, its just  the doorway to the next part of our lives and that that part is always going to 

be all of the stuff that is good…that we can look forward to good.  

 

Cameron Venables: That’s probably the toughest question because the reality is that we don’t know. We just 

don’t know what comes next and I think sometimes when I hear Christians speaking about the value of faith its 

almost that the real value of faith is what happens after we die. Which is kind of tricky, because I think of the 

words of Jesus recorded in John’s gospel chapter 10 vs 10: I came that they might have life, and life in all its 

fullness, right now.  

Somehow actually salvation is not just about what happens next after we die, it’s actually about now, our  

relationships now, our relationship with God now, with creation now, so the short answer is I don’t know what 

happens next but I believe in a God who loves me and loves all of humanity so God will take care of that – 

what is more important is what can we do and how can we experience god now and share that?  

 

Bruce Boase: One of the things I’ve learnt since I became a priest is that at a death bed, the one thing that 

people are thinking the most about is what happens when I die? If they are able to talk, they will articulate 

that, and I have to give them the kind of the assurance that our sacraments can do. If they can’t talk, with is 

quite often the case too, you can see it and feel it in their being. And their loved ones are asking the questions.  

It is a concern sadly for a lot of people they wait for the last nano second. But of course, in God’s time that 

means nothing. If you can repent right up until the last nano second and truly do that as we are called to do 

then I believe that your afterlife will be with God, with Jesus.  It's not for me to say that you will go to hell if you 

do anything really nasty, because the choice is ours right up.  
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You can find the video of this session, along with reflection questions for individuals or groups 

at www.stfran.qld.edu.au under “SFC Short Courses—Faith Asking Questions”. 
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